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US-Honduran relations have been strained by President Bill Clinton's refusal to halt the deportation
of Hondurans living illegally in the US. His decision came days after the US ordered costly trade
sanctions against Honduras for infringement of intellectual-property rights. In a letter to Rep.
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) in early April, Clinton said he could find no "compelling foreign- policy
reason" to suspend deportation orders pending against thousands of undocumented Honduran
immigrants.
An estimated 80,000 undocumented Hondurans live in the US, according to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS).However, Reina Ochoa, director of the Honduran Department of
Population and Immigration Policy, puts the number at between 300,000 and 500,000, and she
estimates that about 13,000 have been deported since 1992. So far this year, over 1,000 have been
expelled from the US.
Ros-Lehtinen, who represents a south Florida district where thousands of Hondurans now face
expulsion, had asked the president to suspend INS deportation proceedings and extend the same
special status to the Hondurans that illegal immigrants from other Central American countries
received last year.
In November 1997, Congress passed the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief
Act giving a reprieve to Nicaraguans, Guatemalans, and Salvadorans who entered the US prior
to Dec. 1, 1995. The law favored immigrants from these countries because they were "victims of
communism" (see NotiCen, 12/11/97). Hondurans were not included in the legislation because they
were not believed to face the threat of retribution if they returned to Honduras. In denying special
treatment for Hondurans, Clinton argued that, unlike Nicaragua, Guatemala, and El Salvador,
"there was no civil war or widespread violence in Honduras compelling Hondurans to seek the
protection of the US."

Opponents of deportation want US to reward Cold War assistance
Ros-Lehtinen said Honduras should be rewarded for its anti-communist alliance with the US during
the 1980s. Immigration lawyer Irving Gonzalez criticized Clinton's failure to find "compelling"
reasons, noting that the US drew Honduras into the Central American wars. "It was the office of
the president of the United States that took Hondurans to the battlefield, that made them surrender
their land, their homes, and spill their blood for a solely American cause," he said."
Jose Lagos of the Miami-based Honduran activist group Honduran Unity, said he will press
Congress and the president for redress. Reps. Carrie Meek (D-FL) and Luis Gutierrez (D- IL) have
already introduced a bill in the House of Representatives that would give permanent residence to
Hondurans and others who entered the US before 1995.
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Reina Ochoa sympathizes with the plight of undocumented Hondurans but has not claimed that
they will face political hardships if they return. Their problems are basically economic because of
the difficulty of finding housing and work when they return to Honduras, she said. However, after
being returned to Honduras, many deportees complained that they suffered human rights abuses
in the U.S. at the hands of INS officials. The complaints include denial of the right to present a
full legal defense against deportation, separation of family members, and refusal by authorities to
permit deportees to take savings and personal belongings with them when they are deported.
The US Embassy in Tegucigalpa has advised deportees that in such cases they may present a formal
complaint, and Ochoa said her agency will process them. Still, the US has not agreed to recognize
either economic hardships or bad treatment by the INS as grounds for receiving permanentresidence status. In retaliation for the deportations, Rafael Pineda Ponce, president of the Honduran
National Assembly, has threatened to revise or rescind a 1954 military agreement with the US.
Under that pact, the US stations troops in Honduras and carries on military maneuvers with the
Honduran army. Changes in the agreements could affect the status of Palmerola Air Base, built by
the US in the 1980s as a center of operations against the Sandinista government in Nicaragua and
the guerrillas in El Salvador and Guatemala. "The base is there by virtue of the 1954 treaty, which
can be revised or abrogated," said Pineda.

US sanctions Honduran exports over pirated TV programs
Besides the deportation issue, Honduras is complaining about trade sanctions announced by the US
in March. As of April 20, the US partially suspended Honduras' preferential trade benefits under the
Generalized System of Preferences (SGP) and the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). The sanctions
are in retaliation for infringement of intellectual-property rights by Honduran television stations
accused of broadcasting pirated programs made in the US. Hardest hit by the sanctions will be
coffee, banana, sugar, and cantaloupe exports.
Losses caused by the sanctions could amount to US$5 million this year. US Trade Representative
Charlene Barshefsky said that, under the sanctions, President Carlos Flores has 60 days to end
the pirating in Honduras. If he does not, additional sanctions may be imposed. The Honduran
attorney general's office claims the sanctions and deportation policy are punishment for Honduras'
1997 refusal to extradite former Haitian police chief Joseph Michel Francois, wanted in the US on
narcotics charges.
The Honduran government called the sanctions "unjust" and pointed to recently enacted legislation
that severely punishes those guilty of pirating with stiff fines and jail sentences. President Flores
protested that the US is not recognizing that Honduras has constitutional requirements of due
process and that it must allow the accused television stations to offer a defense. Two broadcasters
have been charged with piracy, and one has evaded three arrest orders by legal maneuvers.
Meanwhile, US Ambassador James Creagan denied that the deportations and sanctions were linked
or that the sanctions had anything to do with the Francois extradition request. He also said only
Hondurans who had recently arrived in the US were being deported. Those who arrived in the
US before 1990 were not being deported, he said. Furthermore, Creagan said, deportations have
nothing to do with the turmoil of the 1980s. Of the 51 Honduran deportees who arrived recently
in Tegucigalpa on an INS airplane, only two had entered the US before 1998, he said. [Sources:
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La Prensa (Honduras), 03/27/98; The Miami Herald, 04/10/98, 04/11/98; Honduras This Week,
04/13/98; Associated Press, 04/02/98, 04/14/98; Notimex, 04/10/98, 04/16/98; Spanish news service
EFE, 04/14/98, 04/16/98; La Tribuna (Honduras), 04/20/98]
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